
Summer is upon us. I think I understand this line for the first time: 
“Now is the Winter of our discontent made glorious Summer by this 
sun of Oviedo. Or Casselbury.” Certainly not Winter Park. Those 
three days of freeze brought the discontent of hauling to the curb 
enough lawn and garden victims to overshadow a small house. The 
debris pick-up guys were so miffed they stopped following me. 
 

We are at the end of school, the end of cool weather and the end of 
the crisp paper Winter Woods Newsletter that you might be hold-
ing in your hands right now. For the next two months we will be digi-
tal only. Like your photos and music collection. You will only be able 
to read the award-winning Winter Woods Newsletter on the web-
site: https://winterwoodshoa.com/newsletters/  or the PDF emailed 
to you. If you are not getting newsletters via email, send a short po-
em to WinterWoodsHOA@gmail.com, doesn’t have to rhyme. The 
other thing being suspended is the monthly HOA Board Meeting. 
Those will resume in August. 
 

The high school I graduated from is turning 100 years old in 2026. 
That country school building housed all 12 grades and I was there 6 
thru 12. They are having a combination 50-year reunion (and Cen-
tennial), for classes 76-79 and I got a special invite – thank you Fa-
cebook Internet Detective. This kicked in a remissive nostalgia gear.  
 

Down the street from me is what we would have called a hang-out. 
It is a neighbor’s yard. Several kids have made that their play-
ground. It is wonderful. This reminds me of long hilly bike rides (it 
was the country) and meeting up to play Risk or lawn grass football 
and the sorts of things that created bonds and community. So be 
careful coming around the corner where the outdoor library on Poin-
ciana is and keep an eye out if they all start wearing matching leath-
er jackets. 
 

There are a few things for the summer. We are putting together a 
how-to guide for getting some support to the local schools, especial-
ly during the tax-free month of August. Looking to the Fall, we will 
have our annual Neighborhood Night Out in October. Last year 
was a wet one but seeing the Fire Department crew mini golf in two 
inches of water was well worth getting soaked. Once it stopped rain-
ing, we had a really good turnout. 
 

We have some new Meet Your Neighbor folks lined up and we’re 
going to start a new column about the history of the neighborhood. 
There are several neighbors that have lived in Winter Woods for 
decades and they can tell us the history. It’s not Housewives of Win-
ter Woods but they do have stories to tell!  
 

Stay cool in that Summer fun, see you next month on the inner web. 
Finally, a column where I don’t mention the incredibly low $25 HOA 
Dues. Ooops… 
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May 2026 
The Costello Family 

1816 Poinciana Road 

Congratulations! 



MEMBERSHIP—Nell Colbert 
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WINTER WOODS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
2026 MEMBERSHIP 

 

Please complete the information below so that our membership records will be complete. 
Please make your $25.00 check payable to WWHA and mail with this form to  

WWHA, PO Box 342, Goldenrod, FL 32733-0342 
You may also drop off your form and check at 1958 Poinciana Road if you prefer. 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # ___________________ Email Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
Name as you would like it shown in the newsletter __________________________________________________ 

Our deadline for membership listing for this month’s newsletter was 5/15 rather than our usual 20th 
of the month as our deadline to get our newsletter to our printer was pushed back due to their vaca-
tion schedule. Since our May newsletter, we have received new memberships for nine new families. 
Thanks to the following who have paid 2026 dues this month: 
• 2220 Coventry  The Comunale Family 
• 2239 Coventry  Tim & Mary Gregory (also paid for 2027) 
• 1925 East Hampton Chris & Danielle Cantrell 
• 1984 Japonica  Ronald & Eliza Kwentus 
• 2247 King James Dennis & Betty Dancel 
• 1433 Nottingham John & Aimee Gekeler 
• 2089 Poinciana  Anthony Riley & Laura Spear 
• 2316 Poinciana  James & Audrey Musca 
• 2018 West Hampton The Borda Family 

If you haven’t paid your 2026 HOA dues, it’s not too late! We accept dues 
throughout the year. It’s easy to pay your dues— 
• mail your $25 payable to Winter Woods HOA to PO Box 342, Goldenrod, 

FL 32733-0342;  
• drop off your check (or cash if you prefer) at 1958 Poinciana Road, or  
• pay by credit/debit card using our PayPal link— 
      https://winterwoodshoa.com/that-official-stuff/  and click on click on the link                                             

to PayPal. You do not have to have a PayPal account to pay online.  
• Or, even easier, just use the QR code on the right. 
 
If you mail or drop off your dues, be sure to include the remittance slip below 
so we can keep our neighborhood database current. 
 
Don’t remember if you’ve paid for this year—just take a look at our dues list by 
street and house # on our website— 
https://winterwoodshoa.com/that-official-stuff/paid-memberships/ 



ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
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COPY & PAYMENT DEADLINES: 
Jan issue—10December 
Feb issue—15January 
Mar issue—15February 
April issue—15March 
May issue—15April 
June issue—15May 
July-August—NO PRINTED NEWSLETTERS 
September issue—15August 
October issue—15September 
November issue—15October 
December issue—10November  
 

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at 
321.303.7445 (voice or text) or  
Email: winterwoodshoa@gmail.com 

Would your business like to advertise in our 
newsletter? This newsletter, with distribution to 
over 300 homes and advertisers, is now accept-
ing advertising for our monthly newsletters.  
 

Advertising rates per issue are as follows: 
1/4 page - $ 15.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l) 
1/2 page - $ 25.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l  or  3 3/4"w 
x 9 3/4"l) 
Full page - $ 40.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4"l) 
 

Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg, 
PDF, or Publisher file and payment MUST be 
mailed to the HOA’s PO Box. NOTE—some 
due dates may change due to holiday print 
schedules. 
 





NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH—Larry Stephey 
Winter Woods continues to enjoy a very quiet start to the year. We have had no significant crime re-
ports in the past month, and nothing unusual has been brought to the attention of Neighborhood 
Watch. It’s always good news when there’s very little to report. 
 
Even in calm periods, it’s helpful to keep our Neighborhood Watch structure in good working order. 
Many of our contact lists are out of date, and only a few blocks still have active Block Captains. This 
hasn’t caused any issues—our neighborhood has been fortunate for many years—but it’s wise to 
keep our communication channels ready should we ever need them. 
 

As we move into summer, here are a few simple reminders that help maintain the low‑crime environ-
ment we all appreciate: 
 

•  Make sure your house numbers are easy to see from the street 
•  Keep porch and driveway lighting in good working order 
•  Lock vehicles, even when parked at home 

•   Report anything unusual to the Sheriff’s Office non‑emergency line at 407-665-6650 
 

These small habits go a long way toward keeping Winter Woods safe and peaceful. 
 
The Winter Woods HOA remains the backbone of our neighborhood’s organization. A strong, active 
HOA helps preserve both safety and property values, and it gives us the ability to respond quickly if 
conditions ever change. If you haven’t renewed your $25 HOA membership for 2026, please consid-

er doing so. It’s a simple way to support the stability and well‑being of our community. 
 
For now, enjoy the quiet—and thank you for continuing to look out for one another. 
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STREETS: As we work our way into the summer months, street inspections will be completed in 
June. 
 
SIDEWALKS: I called in a sidewalk issue at 2018 W. Hampton Circle to Seminole County. It may 
have been repaired by the time you read this article. I will be performing other sidewalk inspections 
this month. 
 
LIGHTS: I'm happy to report that all lights are working well going into our summer!!  
 
CURBS: My focus will be on yard overgrowth that curtails good summer rain drainage. 
 
Happy July 4th as well as our country’s 250th Birthday!! 
 
Thanks so much Greg and Gerlinde Pfister! 
 

STREETS & LIGHTING—Greg Pfister 
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Are YOU a new  
homeowner or 

renter in Winter 
Woods? 

 

Please see our  
Website at 

www.winterwoodshoa.com 
 

for our 
New Resident 

Welcome  
Packet 



Free or Low Cost Events—Laura Spear 
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Winter Park Village Spring Concert Series 
Tuesdays, June 2, 9, and 16, 6 – 8 PM  
Winter Park Village, by the fountain at 510 N Orlando Ave, Winter Park 
Join us each week for great music, fresh air, and a perfect evening. Bring a chair, gather your 
friends and family, and enjoy a family-friendly concert. FREE Featuring: 
• June 2 – Greg Hayworth 
• June 9 – John Harman 
• June 16 – Mark & Jena 
https://www.facebook.com/events/26058010590474486/26058010607141151 
 
Baldwin Park Sunshine Market 
Saturday, June 6, 10 AM – 2 PM Baldwin Park, 4980 New Broad St Orlando 
In lieu of our traditional First Friday June event (held the first Friday of every month), we ’re making a 
special shift this month due to Baldwin Park’s 25th Anniversary Celebration happening First Friday 
June! Instead, we’re bringing you a daytime market experience you don’t want to miss! Join us for a 
variety of local vendors & small businesses, delicious local dining options in a relaxed, family-friendly 
atmosphere FREE 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1970257373878546 
 
Juneteenth Celebration 
Sunday, June 14, 10 AM – 2 PM 
642 West New England Avenue, Winter Park 
The Hannibal Square Heritage Center 
In honor of Juneteenth, the Hannibal Square Heritage Center invites the community to a special 
Open House commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. Juneteenth marks the historic 
day—June 19, 1865—when Union troops, led by Major General Gordon Granger, arrived in Galves-
ton, Texas, and announced that the Civil War had ended and all enslaved people were free. This 
moment came more than two years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation. Guests are 
invited to enjoy refreshments and take guided tours of the Heritage Center as we reflect on this im-
portant milestone in American history. FREE 
.https://www.hannibalsquareheritagecenter.org/juneteenth.html 
 
Juneteenth Youth Jam & Kuumba Talent Showcase 
Friday, June 19, 11 AM –  4 PM 
Eatonville Library, 307 East Kennedy Boulevard, Eatonville 
Unleash your talents and engage in STEAM activities centered around Eatonville’s history and the 
significance of Juneteenth at the 4th Annual Eatonville Juneteenth Celebration, including two days of 
fellowship, reflection, and cultural immersion in the Historic Town of Eatonville. Reserve your FREE 
tickets now https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eatonville-juneteenth-celebration-tickets-1985445185998 
 
The Enchanted Knights: Summer Solstice 
Saturday, June 20, 11 AM  – 6 PM Second Street in Downtown Sanford 
Get ready for Enchanted Knights like you've never seen it before! Travel amongst the streets and 
businesses of downtown Sanford and be transported to the world of         CONTINUED ON PAGE 9  

https://www.facebook.com/events/26058010590474486/26058010607141151
https://www.facebook.com/events/1970257373878546
https://www.hannibalsquareheritagecenter.org/juneteenth.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eatonville-juneteenth-celebration-tickets-1985445185998


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
 

Vorel! Browse from over 120 booths from local artists, artisans, and performers! Find performers 
and stages spread throughout the city! Join the barcrawl for a whole new kind of EK adventure! Go 
on the free scavenger hunt and get free art prints just for shopping! Admission is free, parking is 
free, and costumes are encouraged! The event is organized by  
 Wizards and Lizards Studio https://www.instagram.com/p/DXaB7ukgHVG/?
utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA== 
 
Rock, Freedom, and Fireworks 
Saturday, June 27, 5  – 9 PM 
Reiter Park,311 Warren Avenue, Longwood 
The City of Longwood’s annual Independence Day Celebration featuring live music, over 15 food 
trucks, a full bar, vendors, and the best fireworks show in town! Free admission and parking for the 
event is located at the back parking lot of Orlando Health South Seminole, Longwood City Hall Complex, and the 
Longwood Sunrail Station. The fireworks show begins at 9:00 pm. Personal fireworks, tents, umbrellas, and coolers are 
prohibited. FREE https://www.longwoodfl.org/calendar.aspx?EID=4571 
 
Central Florida Folk Live Concert 
Sunday, June 28, 2 PM 
Winter Park Library, 1052 W. Morse Blvd, Winter Park 
This Winter Park-based nonprofit is dedicated to promoting and preserving live folk music, with monthly concerts. Join 
us in June for Little Sister and Dave Miller. Little Sister is a Florida-based contemporary folk/Americana duo featuring 
songwriters Marcy Brenner and Tina Eno known for rich harmonies, original storytelling. A donation of $15 for nonmem-
bers is suggested.  https://cffolk.org/concerts/concerts.htm 
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Free or Low Cost Events—Laura Spear 

https://www.wizardsandlizardsstudio.com/solstice
https://www.wizardsandlizardsstudio.com/solstice
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Newsletters will also be posted 
to Facebook and our website 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR—Ed Measom 
It’s a Beautiful Day in Winter Woods— In 1968, the same year our neighborhood was founded, a 
Rollins College alumnus named Fred Rogers stepped onto a television set and invited us all into the 
"Neighborhood of Make-Believe." He built a world centered on the very things we still value in our 
community today: a sense of safety, genuine friendship, and well-kept yards. Mister Rogers knew 
that a "neighborhood" isn't just a collection of houses—it’s a commitment we make to one another to 
create a place where everyone feels they belong. 
 

That’s exactly what we strive for here in Winter Woods. We are working to maintain a neighborhood 
we all truly want to live in, and a huge part of that success comes down to one simple thing: getting 
to know your neighbors. 
 

We really do have it all. We enjoy a Winter Park address without the Winter Park taxes. Our location 
is unbeatable—tucked away in unincorporated Seminole County, yet minutes from the heart of both 
downtown Winter Park and Orlando. 
 

Our community thrives thanks to the dedicated hands that keep it running: 
Safety First: We enjoy a very low crime rate, thanks largely to our active Neighborhood Watch 

team. A huge thank you to Larry Stephey and all our Block Captains for keeping a watchful 
eye. 

Top-Tier Education: We are proud to be zoned for excellent Seminole County schools. 
Infrastructure: Our streets stay bright and safe thanks to Greg Pfister, our effective Streets & 

Lighting point person. 
Community Pride: From Gerty Ekdahl’s work with Yard of the Month to the monthly newsletter 

and website maintained by Nell & Bob Colbert, our neighborhood looks and feels great. 
Unbeatable Value: Thanks to our volunteers, we keep our HOA dues incredibly low—only $25 

per year! 
 

Over the past year, I’ve had the pleasure of introducing you to the people who make this place spe-
cial. We’ve met original owners like Nancy & Jack Frost and Nell & Bob Colbert, who have been 
here since the beginning in the late 60’s/early 70’s. We’ve also met Sally Eby and Carol Walz, 
whose parents bought into the vision of Winter Woods decades ago. 
 

Our neighborhood continues to grow and evolve. We have retirees, families with small children, and 
even local entrepreneurs. And we love sharing the exciting milestones in our neighbors lives. Con-
gratulations to Mark and Amanda on the birth of their son, Noah, in early May and to Jasmine for 
her College graduation! 
 

I love sharing what makes our neighbors so unique, but I need your help to keep these stories com-
ing. If you enjoy reading these profiles, please consider sitting for a 30-minute interview or recom-
mending a neighbor who has a story to tell. You can reach Ed Measom at (407) 907-4699 or 
e.f.measom@gmail.com to get started. Finally, if you haven’t already, please join the WWHOA. Your 
$25 annual membership is a small investment that makes a world of difference in keeping our com-
munity vibrant and connected. 
 

As Mister Rogers would say, "Imagine what our real neighborhoods would be like if each of us of-
fered, as a matter of course, just one kind word to another person." Let's keep making Winter Woods 
a neighborhood to be proud of. 
 

mailto:e.f.measom@gmail.com




2026 Florida Tax-Free Holidays 
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Floridians can take advantage of these tax-free opportunities to save on emergency 
preparedness items, as well as essential school supplies, clothing, and electronics. 
 
Emergency Prep 
Dates: January 1 – December 31, 2026 
As of August 1, 2025, many disaster preparedness items are now PERMANENTLY 
tax-free year-round in Florida. 
Permanently Tax-Free Items 
• Batteries, Fire Extinguishers, Smoke Detectors, Fuel Cans, and Portable Genera-
tors. 
• Sunscreen and Insect Repellent are also now permanently exempt. 
 

Back to School 
Dates: August 1 – August 31, 2026 
School Supplies 

Certain supplies under $15.00 per item. 
Clothing & Accessories 
• Price: $100 or less per item. 

Includes: Wallets and bags. 
Computers 
• Price: $1,500 or less. 

Includes: Personal computers and accessories for non-
commercial use. 

Learning Aids 
• Price: $30 or less. 

Includes: Flashcards and jigsaw puzzles. 
 

Both in-store and online purchases are generally eligible if completed during the holi-
day period.  
 
Refer to the Florida Department of Revenue for further information, updates on eligi-
ble items, and changes to the tax-free programs.  
 
Note:  Exemptions do not apply at theme parks, entertainment complexes, or airports.  
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Hurricane Preparedness in Central Florida: What Winter Park Area Residents Need to Know 
 

Every year, hurricane season reminds Central Florida residents that preparation is not optional. While Orlando is located 
inland and avoids direct coastal storm surge, the region still faces dangerous threats from hurricanes and tropical 
storms, including high winds, tornadoes, flash flooding, prolonged power outages, and extreme rainfall. For families in 
the Orlando area, having a hurricane preparedness plan before a storm develops can make a major difference in safety, 
comfort, and recovery. 
 

Why Hurricane Preparedness Matters in Orlando 
Many people assume hurricanes weaken significantly before reaching inland areas like Orlando. While storms often lose 
some intensity after landfall, Central Florida remains highly vulnerable to severe weather impacts. Hurricanes such as 
Charley, Irma, and Ian caused extensive flooding, property damage, and widespread power outages throughout the Or-
lando metropolitan area. 
 

Because Orlando sits in a low-lying region with numerous lakes, canals, and retention ponds, heavy rainfall can quickly 
overwhelm drainage systems. In addition, strong winds can knock down trees and power lines, leaving neighborhoods 
without electricity for days. 
 

The Atlantic hurricane season officially runs from June 1 through November 30, with peak activity typically occurring be-
tween August and October. Residents should prepare long before a storm appears in the forecast. 
 

Build a Hurricane Emergency Kit 
Every household in Central Florida should maintain a hurricane emergency supply kit that can support family members 
for at least seven days. Stores often sell out of essentials quickly once a storm is announced, so preparing early is criti-
cal. A complete hurricane kit should include: 

Bottled water (one gallon per person per day)  
Nonperishable food  
Manual can opener  
Flashlights and extra batteries  
Portable phone chargers or power banks  
First aid supplies  
Prescription medications  
Important documents stored in waterproof containers  
Cash in small bills  
Pet food and pet supplies  
Battery-powered weather radio  
Hygiene and sanitation items  

Families with infants, elderly relatives, or medical needs should include additional specialized supplies. 
 

Understand Orlando’s Flood Risks 
Flooding is one of the most dangerous hurricane-related threats in Central Florida. Even neighborhoods far from the 
coast can experience rising water from torrential rain. Streets near lakes, retention ponds, and low-elevation areas may 
become impassable within hours. An excellent example of flooding in our neighborhood is Winter Woods Blvd. as 
well as Nottingham and Coventry near the golf course fence. 
 

Residents should know whether their home lies in a flood-prone zone and review their insurance coverage carefully. 
Standard homeowners’ insurance policies typically do not cover flood damage. Flood insurance often requires a waiting 
period before coverage becomes active, making early planning essential. 
 

Drivers should also remember the phrase: “Turn around, don’t drown.” Many flood-related deaths occur when vehicles 
attempt to cross flooded roads. 
 

Part 2 of this Hurricane Preparedness article will be included in the July Winter Woods 
newsletter. Please be sure we have your email address so you receive this important 
safety information. Send your email along with your name and address to winterwood-
shoa@gmail.com. 

Hurricane Preparedness—Part 1 
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BOARD OFFICERS 

President Anthony Riley 407-967-6662 keys137@yahoo.com 

Vice President Greg Pfister 407-375-8429 greg9794@yahoo.com 

Secretary Anna Swenson 407-484-4782 annaswenson5@gmail.com 

Treasurer Nell Colbert 321-303-7445 necolbert@usa.net 

OTHER SUPPORT 

Membership Nell Colbert 321-303-7445 necolbert@usa.net 

Streets & Lighting Greg Pfister 407-375-8429 greg9794@yahoo.com 

Community Improvements Gerty Ekdahl 407-375-9574 minnie2312@aol.com 

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Larry Stephey 407-657-7309 ldstephey@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor Nell Colbert 321-303-7445 necolbert@usa.net 

Newsletter Distribution Coordinator Anthony Riley 407-967-6662 keys137@yahoo.com 

Yard of the Month Greg Pfister 407-375-8429 greg9794@yahoo.com 

Webmaster Bob Colbert 407-619-9611 bcolbert@usa.net 

Welcome to Winter Woods Laura Spear 407-506-6233 lauraspear@outlook.com 

EVENTS 

Garage Sale Anthony Riley 407-967-6662 keys137@yahoo.com 

Christmas Decorations Debra Stephey 407-657-7309 dastephey@yahoo.com 
Halloween Decorations Anna Swenson 407-484-4782 annaswenson5@gmail.com 

WINTER WOODS DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE 


